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SUBJECT: PROPOSED MARCH TO PETITION FMG FOR RELEASE MILITARY 
DETAINEES 

1. TAI SOLARIN, NIGERIAN EDUCATOR AND COLUMNIST FOR 
IBADAN-BASED TRIBUNE, HAS PROPOSED MARCH FROM IBADAN TO DODAN 
BARRACKS FROM JANUARY 12 TO 15 TO PETITION GOWON AND FMG TO FREE 
MILITARY DETAINEES WHO "RELEASED COUNTRY FROM CRUEL CHAINS OF 
CIVILIAN REGIME" IN 1966. SOLARIN HAS DESCRIBED MARCH AS "MILD 

FORM OF IMMOLATION" AND "HOLY PILGRIMAGE FOR SALVATION OF COUNTRY" 
AND HAS APPEALED TO "ALL CITIZENS" TO TAKE PART. ADVANCE COPY 
PETITION AND REQUEST FOR PERMISSION FOR MARCH ALREADY SENT 
TO LAGOS, BUT FMG DECISION ON REQUEST NOT YET FORTHCOMING-PERHAPS 
DUE TO GOWON'S PRESENT ABSENCE FROM LAGOS ON BRIEF VACATION IN 
BENUE PLATEAU STATE. 

2. COMMENT: SOLARIN'S PROPOSAL MAY BE REACTION TO STATEMENT MADE 
BY GOWON DURING PRESS CONFERENCE IN ENUGU LAST MONTH (LAGOS 
10148). ASKED QUESTION REGARDING FATE OF REMAINING MILITARY 
DETAINEES, GOWON RESPONDED THAT HE "NE ER LIKED TO ANSWER 
QUESTIONS OF THIS SORT," BUT THAT THE PROBLEM COULD BE SAFELY LEFT 
TO HIM SINCE HE AND THE GOVERNMENT HAVE "HEART AND CONSCIENCE." 
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SOLARIN, WHO ENJOYS CHAMPIONING CAUSES, MAY BE PUTTING GOWON’S 
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CONSCIENCE TO TEST, BUT IT SEEMS DOUBTFUL HIS APPEAL WILL TURN UP 
MANY WILLING MARCHERS. ROUTE FOR MARCH ENTIRELY IN YORUBA 
TERRITORY WHILE DETAINEES ARE ALL IBO; AND KNOWN FMG SENSITIVITY 
ON THIS ISSUE ALSO LIKELY DISCOURAGE POTENTIAL PARTICIPANTS. 

THUS, MARCH DOES NOT HAVE MUCH POTENTIAL FOR SUCCESS EVEN IF FMG 
PERMISSION GRANTED, WHICH IS STILL FAR FROM CERTAIN. 

CROSBY 
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